TO HER GRACE THE 


DUCHESS oF ARGYLL, 


MADAM, 


OU being a Native of Hemingford Grey, 

in the County of Huntingdon, I am in- 
duced with all gratitude to inſcribe the follows 
ing Thankſgiving Sermon to your Grace; from 
whom I have received the greateſt Obligations, 
And remain, 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 
Your Grace's moſt faithful, 


obedient, and humble Servant, 


Hemingſord Grey, 
29 July, 1784. 


CHARLES DICKENS, 


F) A 


THANSGIVING SERMON. 


ZE CHARIAH viii. 5. 


rau STREETS or THE CITY SHALL BE FULL or 
BOYS AND GIRLS PLAYING IN THE STREETS THEREOF, 


IN this Prophecy (my beloved Brethren,) which con- 

ſiſts of a variety of predictive ſerious matter, we find 
eſpecially recorded the return of the Jews unto Jeruſalem 
(after ſeventy years captivity in Babylon); and the merey 
of God, towards that Nation; wherein 1s ſet forth moſt 
pathetically, his Lovingkindneſs to his People; and the 
favour which He ſheweth to a repenting City, — whoſe 
ſtreets ſhall be filled with m_ and —_ Playing 1 in the 


ſtreets thereof. 
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From this bleſſed promiſe to the Jews, made aforetime 
of God through the mouth of his holy prophet, the pre- 
ſent joyful Occaſion naturally leadeth us, to be thankful ; 
to bleſs the name of God for his mercies vouchſafed unto 
Us, in that the Day of Meurning, (the late bloody, extended, 
and experyfrve War) is now over; and the ſeaſon of Prqpe- 
rity (the preſent neceſſary and ſaving Peace) is at hand; — 
wherein another ſcene of Affairs taketh place; and nothing 
is to be heard (or ſhould be heard) but Praiſe and Thank. 
giving: — which, of all religious Dutzes, is the moſt pleaſ- 
ing and acceptable Service, we can at any time poſſibly, 
render unto God, — who willeth not, that we offer un- 
to Him the fleſh of Bulls, or blood of Goats, — but 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving: — the reaſonableneſs of which, 
together with its Uſe; and our Obligations to it, will ap- 
pear chiefly from hence, — that it is a debt of Nature, as 
well as a profitable, and a pleaſurable Service. 
Ide original deſign of making man (we know, accord- 
ing to Scrrprure) was, that he might praiſe and laud his 
Creator; and when the world was all framed, put together, 
and niſbed, — God ſaid; Let us make man in our nage, 
after our own Lakeneſs ! intimating the want of a nemo 
Greature not yet formed, to behold its Beauty, and do ho- 
nour to its Builder: For, although the Things already 
»nade, did every one of them in ſome ſenſe declare, the 
Wy of God, — and ſhew forth his handy-work; yet, the 


glory 


. 
glory was defective, and the praiſe imperſect : wherefote 
God, did not end his work, till the fxrb Day was over, 
'— wherein He created man, to ſupply that Want, | * 

To him; (God's bef, his nobleft, and moſt glorious Myrt) 
was originally then given, the full Dominion over all Things 
in Earth, Air, and Sea; and he was placed in the world 
to contemplate, to meditate upon, and adore the devine Wiſe 
dom, — to offer Incenſs and Praiſe, and give Thanks : 80 
that, the Reaſon with which our minds are furniſhed ; — 
the faculties we enjoy above all other Creatures, if they do 
their office a? all, are not darkened and confuſed, — cannot 
but apprehend God as the lovelieſt, the beft, and moſt per- 
feet Being; and admire his perfections, — which is ſtrictly 
meant by praiſe; — wherein the firſt Thing eb/ervable, 7s, 
— that it is uſually expreſſed i in ſuch Terms, and by ſuch 
Words as ſignify our owning, our acknowledging and de- 
claring his Goodneſs, — and the Wonders He doth for the 
Children of Men. 

'Thus it was that holy David, _ all the Saints: have 
been always uſed to praiſe God, — by confeſſing to Hint, 
acknowledging and ſetting forth his Name, his Glory, his 
Wiſdom, and his Power, — by daily praiſing Him with oy» 
ful Lips; by aſcribing unto the Lord, Worſhip and Strength: 
So that, whoever will perform this Duty aright, — muſt, 
as They did, confeſs unto the Lord, and praiſe his holy 
Name, by telling of his Salvation from Day to Day, 
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declaring his Bonour unto the Heathen, and his wonders 
unto all People: — For by the word of the Lord, were the 
Heavens made; and all the Hoſt of them, by the breath 
of his Mouth; — the Earth alſo, and all Things therein. 
; Moreover, it is the voice of Nature, (as far as Gratitude 
itſelf is ſo) that the good Things we receive from God, 
the blefings which are daily ſhowered down upon us, from 
the higheſt Heavens, — ſhould be all ſent back hit her, in 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving; as the Rzvers run into the Sea, 
and return thither, unto the Place from whence they 
came: — when, whoſo is w7ſe, will ponder theſe Things; 
and They ſhall underſtand the Lovingkindneſs of the Lord. 
Let us therefore, (my Friends,) on this Day eſpecially, 
which the Lord hath mage, be joyful and glad in zz! nor 
ever ceaſe to act our parts, in being grateful to praiſe God 
in the Sanctuary, and proclaim his Goodneſs towards us, — 
the wonders alſo, which He every where doth for the 
children of men: ſince This was the very end of our 
Creation; and the purpoſe, the chief purpoſe of our being 
ſent into this world. 

Had man, TI row, who was at fir/t created in Irnocence, 
continued fedfaft in that happy ſtate, nor had paſſed or 
tranſgreſſed the 59unds which God had ſet, — nor broken 
his holy Covenant, — his worſhip and his work had been 
only praiſe, continually; and nothing had been left for him 


to do, beyond the enjoying perfect good: — For, in "_ 
a e 


. 
diſe originally, was nothing but Praiſe; neither ſhall there 
be any thing elſe, in Heaven, — where, 8 


(All that we know, of what They do DOR 5 ; ni 
Is that they „ng, rejoice, give thanks, and love.) « N 


But, being now fallen from that bleſſed ſtate of Ha ppineſs, 
— having contracted Guilt, and forfeited our Right to the 
divine Mercies, — Prayer and Confeſſion are become neceſ- 
ſary to ſue out our Pardon, to help our Infirmities, to blot 
out the Handwriting that is againſt us; to retrieve our 
Loſs, and to reſtore us to God's Favour; — who, upon 
confeſſion of our Sins and Repentance, is faithful and juſt 
to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from all Unri gh- 
teouſneſs; to reſtore us to that happy fate, wherein we Mall 
be able to live for ever, without them. 

Thus were we originally, All created of God, without 
want, and without /in, — to his Praiſe, and to his Glory: 
— and, it will be the end of every righteous man, whoſe 
Death is ſo greatly coveted of the wicked, to praiſe and 
glorify God hereafter, in the higheſt Heavens ; — which, 
as it is very natural to deſire Happineſs, we cannot but 
wiſh at leaſt, and implore ſurely, that it may finally be 
all our portions, to ſing praiſes unto our God, and rejoice 
ever before Him in his Houſe, where there are many Man- 
ions: — For whether there be Confaſion, that ſhall ceaſe; 
whether there be Prayer, that ſhall end; — but Praiſe and 

Thankſ- 
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"Thankſgiving laſt for ever:* —The ft verily, are tempo- 
rary, — the work of Sinners; whilſt the laſt, is everlaſting, 
— and the employ of Angels: — and the - matter, about 
which it is converſant, is always the perfections of the 
Detty, and the divine Nature. 8 „ 

Herein too, is ſhewn the excellence of this Duty, and 
the preeminence it hath over all other parts of Cbri- 
ian Worſhip; — which leads me further, to ſhew the 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction there is in performing it; what 
a good thing it is to ſing praiſes unto our God, — 
eſpecially at a Time like the preſent, — when, we have 
ſo much reaſon to be glad, to rejoice, and give Thanks: 
— For, though our Enemies did greatly moleft and trou- 
ble us, (ſome of whom, we too /ightly regarded) by harraſſing 
us in all Quarters the moſt diſtant, even in the Eaſt, and 
particularly in the Veſt, as well as nearer Home, — yea, 
and at Home; yet God was pleaſed to be with us, to 
5 O01] fight 


* The honourable Robert Boyle, Eſq; in his Theological Works, ob- 
ſerves, — that ſome men indeed, ſay more than others, — but none enough 
on a Subject, the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, cannot celebrate. Perhaps, 
we may think, that becauſe our praiſes exceed any other Subject, they are 
worthy of God; but our expreſſions at the beſt, can but expreſs our con 
ceptions, which being notions of finite Creatures, cannot reach what is in- 
finite: and though inflamed by that inacceſſible Light inhabited by Him, 
we adore; yet our expreſſions extend no further than our Devotion, de- 
daring how much we honour Him, — not, what He is; — which none but 
an infinite Intellect, can do. 0 ˖ 3 v9 

However, to praiſe God, is a Debt which will continue as long as the Ob- 
ligations, == and can never be paid for want of Coin of juſt Value, 


2 3 
fight for as, and hath ſaved ws, by making them finally, 
to be at peace with ws: - who formerly faid, — and by 
implication t me doth, to , as to 15 Jews — tha 


there ſhall t he old men and women n lu La 
cur Feruſe ifalem, and e every man with his Ne ARE in in 
for very age; — that, the ſtreets too of gur Cities, ſhall. 95 
filled with Boys and Girls playing in the ſtreets thereof... 
| That it is the moſt pleaſing part, (I need not ſay,) of 
our Devotions at all Times, to be thankful; — whilſt the 
befi, the fitteſt, the moſt proper One ſurely, to praiſe God, 
is, when we are merry, when we have do much cauſe to 
be /o, — (as on this Day) — to expreſs our mirth ſelemmiy, 
with an awful reverence and pious Hallelujabs proceeding 
always from a lively and cheerful Temper, — whoſe whole 
compe/ition is ſuch, as throughout beſpeaks Eaſe and De- 
light: — and ſhould indeed, the truly Thankful, be re- 
cine — ſhould They, whoſe Hearts overflow with grati- 
tude, be prevented ſhewing it, — it would be Pain doubt- 
leſs, and Grief to them: whilſt then, ſhall their ſouls be 
ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, when their ge 
praiſeth God, with joyful Lips. 11 
O praiſe the Lord, ſaith the holy Did. for it is a 
good Thing to fing praiſes unto our God: — yea, a joy- 
ful and pleaſant Thing it is, to be thankful: — It gladdens 
and improves all our Faculties, and ſets the ſoul on work, 


to attain perfefion; It promotes in 45, an exquiſite and 
e lively 
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lively ſenſe of the divine Honour, — and an high Indigna- 
tion of mind at every Thing, that profanes it : = For, what 
we value, that we love; what we love, that we delight m ; 
nor can ever bear with patience, to hear or ke 1 it ſighted, 
or abuſed. 
Thus, our frequent attention to the diving Attributes, | 
whilſt contemplating God's perfections, — will diſcover to 
s, our own weakneſs and unworthineſs, — by cauſing us to 
ſee and feel, that we are but Vanity; — that verily, all 
that cometh, is ſo, — which is an excellent, a moſt uſeful 
Leſſon for thoſe to learn, who are moſt apt to be preſump- 
tuous, and vain, and deſpiſe others; who eſpecially, when 
ſome little outward privileges diſtinguiſh them from their 
Brethren, their Fellow-creatures, and Fellow-chriflians, — 
fancy themſelves wiſer, and every way better, in their 
own conceits, — than ſeven men, that can render a reaſon : 
Whilſt, by conſidering God's excellencies and perfections, 
their proud ſtomachs muſt buckle to; and they will learn, 
not to think of themſelves more highly, than they ought 
to think; — but to think ſebe-rly; and make a God of no- 
thing ele but the One eternal, inviſible, immortal Being. 

Upon the whole, — this Duty recommends ige, to us, 
by ſeveral great and peculiar privileges, in that, it is the 
end of our Exiſtence, — of our being made and created ; 
the rule and end of our Nature; the moſt excellent part 
* our religious worſhip ; — and endureth for ever. 

Where- 


TY) 
Wherefore They, who live in the neglect of 174, — whe- 
ther ſecretly, or in publick, — by no means anſwer God's 
end, in making them; — which muſt needs be a great = 
fence unto Him, = to provoke Him to daſh them in pieces, 
as uſeleſs veſſels, = and deſtroy then. 

Whereas They, who are always praifing God, — are 

always doing the work He made them for, and ſent them 
into the world ght; and fo, always pleaſe Him: — nor 
is there any Thing pleaſeth God fo much, as for a man to 
thank, and praiſe Him: — Whoſo offereth me Thanks, and 
Praiſe, ſaith He, — he glorifieth me. 
Neither do any live in his Favour, and under his Pro- 
teftion ſo much as They, who are always thankful, and 
' praiſe the Name of God not only with heir Lips, but in 
their Lives. 

And if Moſes, and Iſrael, and Deborah, and Hannah, 
and Fehoſhaphat, praiſed God for particular Inſtances of 
his Mercy, — the return of Peace, fared claimeth Our s, 
— that we were not conſumed, — both Ve, and our 

Kins. ; — 
| Bleſſed be God then, let us All ſay, = who hath not 
caſt out our repeated Faſtings and Prayers, and Supplica- 
tions for Deliverance, but delayed only to anfwer them, 
till a Day of Salvation, and an acceptable Time, which is 
. B | now 
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now happily come, — and the Hour of Proſperity, (we truſt) 
with 16, — wherein the ſtreets of cr City, of every large 
Town, and ſmall Village i in Great Britain, are full of Boys 
and Girls playing in the ſtreets thereof; — where 
ſhortly, our Hope is, that Corn ſhall make the young Men 
cheerful; and new ine the Maids, — in the time of Vin- 
tage and Harveſt. (Zech. ix. 17.) | 

But, let us All, (I beſeech you,) take eſpecial care to 
make the proper uſes of this, and eyery other Bing! 
In the midſt of ſo much real Joy and Gladneſs, let us 
learn to be moderate, meek, and prudent; to ſerve God 
faithfully, luſtily, and with a good Courage! and love one 
another ſincerely / when, the wicked ſhall ceaſe from 7rou- 
bling us, — and we ſhall not be aſhamed probably here- 
after, to ſpeak again with our Enemies in the Gate: — For 
God indeed, (we now and feel,) hath done great Things 
for us, whereof we have t reaſon to rejoice, — though 
He hath deſervedly, very lately humbled us, for our Tranſ- 
greſſions,) — and our Obligations to Him, are of the higheſt 
Nature:— yet, ſhould we be tempted not to perſevere in 
our Duty to Him, ſhould we not ſuffer his Goodneſs to 
lead us to Repentance, — our laſt Eflate, our latter End 
will be worſe than the beginning, — even All that is paſt : 


* that, we may expect nothing leſs than that He 
ſhould 
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ſhould make us, a bye werd among the Nations, that are 
round about us, — if not in the Eaſt, in the Veſt, in the 
North, and in the South: and as remarkable Inflances in 
future, of his Wrath and Vengeance, — as we have in for- 
mer Wars, been particularly Victorious, — and the —_ 
Objefs of his Love and Favour. 

Now, the only Terms verily, on which we may FT 
ably expect the continuance of his Mercies, (of his. Loving- 
kindneſs towards us, and particularly that, we Here cele- 
brate in his holy Temple, the return of Peace again, to our 
almoſt ruined Country, — to our diſtratted, and ſadly im- 
poveriſhed One, —) are our breaking our Covenant with 
Death, and our fatal Agreement with Hell; — our perform 
ing our Engagements with God, which we Al entered in- 
to, at our Baptiſm; our denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luſts; our living ſeberly, righteoufly, and godly in this pre- 
ſent world, — by turning unto Him, who ought to be fear- 
ed; and doing works meet for Repentance; by ſeconding 
our daily Prayers with our conſtant endeavours, to fulfil 
his Vill, — That his great and powerful Name may be 
hallowed, his glorious Kingdom advanced, and his juſt 
Rule over us, and all Mankind, be as faithfully ſubmitted 
to, and his every Law obſerved Here, on Earth, —as by 
the holy Angels in Heaven; — by loving moreover, one an- 

other 
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other without Diſimulation: — Since; if God hath made 


Us, to be the Ohjects of his Love; why ſhould we not be 
ſo, of one another's? And, there is no Fear in Love. 
Let us however, (I pray,) be as well wiſe as Serpents, 
as we ſhould be harmleſs as Doves! and in this our 
Day, carefully mark Thoſe, who cauſe Diviſions, and Of- 
fences ſtill among us, to diſtract us, if not to ruin us; 
(notwithſtanding it is impgſible, but that Offences will 
come; ) and if poſſible, as much as heth in us, let us 
carefully avoid them! Let us ſuppreſs too, all thoſe irre- 
gular, headſtrong humours and paſſions within ourſelves, or 
that we daily ſee in others, — which at any Time muſt 
diſpoſe Us to be eaſily wrought upon by the Arts and 
Contrivances of the Proud, the Ambitious, the Crafty and 
Cunning Ones among us, — who would fain direct us, lord 
it over us, and undo us: — Yea, let us put on, I beſeech 
you, as the Elect of God, holy and beloved — bowels of 
mercy, kindneſs, meekneſs, longſuffering, — forbearing one an- 
other, and forgiving ane another, if any man have a 
Quarrel againſt any; even as Chriſt forgave U, ſo, alſo do 


Vel — having within ourſelves Fectually, that Charity, 


which is king, which envyeth not, — vaunteth not 2tſelf, — 
is not puffed up, — ſeeketh not her own, — is not eafily pro- 
vked, — thinketh no evi, — rejoiceth not in inguity, but 

rejoiceth 


38 ) 
rejoiceth in the Truth; — beareth all Things, believeth 44 
Things, hopeth all Things, endureth all Things. 

When, the God of Peace, ſhall be with as, — granting 
Us in this World, knowledge of his Truth, — and in the 
World to come, Life everlaſting. | 

And, let all the odious Appellations of Parties, and Di- 
flinfions, and Coalitions be done away, and loſt in Love! 
— That there be no other Contentions %, than thoſe 
kind Ones, — who ſhall do his Neighbour, his King, and 
his Country, the beſt Service, — the moſt defirable Good! 

Thus, and only thus, let all our Emulation be to help 
one another ! to outdo one another in hearty Afedtion; with 
truly laudable and zealous Endeavours for old England! 

And laſtly, may ſuch happy Agreement not ceaſe in us, 
till the Kingdom of this World be ſwallowed up in Chriſt's 
glorious One, in which, (as hath been propheſied,) the 
Wolf ſhall dwell with the Kid, — and the Calf, and the 
young Lion, and the Fatling together, — and a little Ch. 
ſhall lead Them: — When, there will be no hurting, nor 
deſtroying in all God's holy Mountain; and the Reſt, which 
He ſhall give to Mankind, ſhall be glorious. 

O the bleſſed Day, when theſe Things ſhall come to pals! 
May God prepare us all for it by Faith, and Repentance, 
and good Works, — through Him, who was both the Defire 
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and Bleſſing of all Nations. Jeſus Chriſt, the righteous — 
our Sad vicur, our Sant; zer, our Redeemer ! 


To whom, with the Father and the holy Ghoſt, be aſ- 
cribed all Honour, Praiſe, and n in the Church, 
world without end. Amen, 
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